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" Paul Elvstrom on the Subject of Future Glym}pic Sailing
- or perhaps more {o the point

The Olympic Sailing in the Next Centu;

This paperisbased on anumber
of notes taken during an after-
noow’s informal get together. It
does not pretend to be the exact
words, but it is pretty close. It
has been submitted by the Dan-
ish Yachting Associatios.

On the subject of changes to
the Olympic yachting - You
cannot have a satisfactory result
by making small changes, you
have to start from the begin-
¢ing, you have to start all over
-«gain to get the renewal every-
one asks for, including the Pres-
ident Samaranch and the sports
director of the [OC, Gilbert Felli.

We sailors are generally some-
what bored watching Olympic
racing in medium and light
winds. Isn't that terrible?
Ithink it is boring and wrong
that you have forbidden pump-
ing, rocking etc. in the races.
You should forbid racing in less
than 5-6 knots of wind and then
allow pumping, rocking and
other athletic ways of improv-
ing your speed. Olympic sailing
is for athletes and for the very
best - let them pump and rock as
much as they can.
~ Olympic sailing isfor the very
¢ -p, for the best sailors in the
‘world. It is not supposed tobe a
picnic and a social rally, But the
main point is, it must be fun for
the sailors, it must be demand-
ingand challenging, and itmust
be exciting and dramatic. This
above all means, it must be fast.
If it meets these criteria, it is also
spectacular and exciting to
watch and geod for TV,

You have to take unorthodox
views on the equipment. -The
elite sailors should not be put
into popular international class-
es, it is no good for the classes,
and it is not a challenge for the
sailors, and it is not spectacular
for the people watching. An ex-
ception could be the 14' interna-
. fional, one-design, trapezdinghy.
%_ﬂgt 1 would recommend equip-
ment where you have three dif-
ferentriggingsand sallsforthree
different conditionslight winds,
medium and heavy winds.

There should be no sailing
with lessthan 5-6 knots of wind-
speed. The race committee
should decide on the rig to be
used thatday, based on the wind
conditions, this will permit rac-
ing under different wind condi-
tions, which will be fun, excit-
ing and demanding. It will also
reduce the advantages of a light
person in light winds and a
heavy person in strong winds,
and put more emphasize on the
technic.

One should construct a Mul-
tihull, with great manoeuvra-
bility and with a bigasymmetric
spinnaker.

Today you race in a catama-
ran, where you generally make
only one tack per beat in medi-
um/strong winds and therefore
have very few tactical possibili-
ties. As a matter of fact, two
Multihulls should be construct-
ed, one as a single-hand Multi-
hull and a twoperson trapez
Multihuil. Both types should be
fast with different rigs for differ-
ent conditions are highly ma-
noeuvrable. You have the adY-
antage that this equipment will
be less sensitive to the weight
and the size of the sailor.

Although Iwasthe firstoneto
develop the single-handed
trapez dinghy, I do not think it
is a very good solution for the
Olympic sailing. It takes a little
too long to tack, whereas you
get a better result in a single-
handed Multihull with trapez.

1 do not have any strong feel-
ings aboutthe Finn or the Laser,
I do not think it makes much
difference. The Laser iscertainly
hopeless to hang in, and very
unhealthy as such. The full
equipment must be provided at
the event, the sailors should not
be allowed to bring their own
rigs. But anyway, both dinghys
are antique.

On Fun-boards. - You could
bring the ¥un-boards into the
Olympics with the three differ-
entrigs as | have recommended,
which would allow them to sail
even in lighter winds with a
huge sail area. You should also
make the board rather large,

which will reduce the weight
influence of the parbcipant, it
shall of course be a one-design.

The days of the keel boats in
the Olympic sailing are - in my
opinion - out, they are slow,
there is no real challenge, they
are not exclting, and just think
that you are planning to race a
keel boatin 1996 withoutaspin-
naker. Our grand-grand-chil-
dren will never believe it. The
international classes arefine, but
not for Olympic sailing. But as
long as my old friends sitasclass
officers and in the top of the
IYRU, things are hopeless to
change, But theydotheirclasses
a bad service. Clympic elite sail-
ingisonething, andclassracing
isanother, bothhavetheirrights
and advantages, but the classes
will never promote new ideas,
new development and untradi-
tional solutions. The interna-
tional classes are the most con-
servative force in the IYRU,
Look at the Sidney Skiffs,
when there is a strong wind,
they have smaller rigging, when
there is a light wind, they have
a larger rig. Something like that
should be developed for a three
or four person boat in the

Olympics.

On the race courses. -The cours-
es should be of the sausage type;
forget all the triangles. But more
important, the start should al-
waysinclude theround theends
rule, Also the rules should be
changed so that a general recall
is not possible, H you have a
change of wind direction, then
abandon before the start, but
only one start should be permit-
ted in each race. One thing that
could make the races more fun,
would be the knock-out princi-
ple, knock-out the last three
boats in each race, until you get
down to 12 or 10, and then
knock-out one or two.
Ifyouhave the sausage course,
why not anchor three or four
balloons with television camera
down the course; that would
cover the course very well, and
with a competent commenta-
torand fast boats with lots of sail
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area in relation to the wind,
yacht racing would appeal far
more to the public.

On match racing. - In my view,
match racing is so boring to
watch, at least in light and me-
dium winds. The main reason
why match racing has the pop-
ularity is the money. The
amount of money involved,
spectacular prize moneyand the
largecrews. Just thinkof amatch
race where onte boat is punished
before the start, and you have to
follow a race which is so unex-
citing as anything. I would
strongly recommend that you
change the starting procedure
so that you have three markson
the starting line and each boat
has its own part of the starting
line and they start at the same
time. You would have a better
chance of some close racing.

How to get the equipment.
You have to start now if you
want the equipment for year
2000. Let the IYRU specify the
type of equipment they want,
but make the specification very,
very broad, specify a single-
handed equipment, highly ma-
noeuvrable, very fast with three
rigs for differentconditions, and
then invite the buildersand con-
structors to come with their
equipment and test the most
suitable equipment - it would
have to be a very competent
group of IYRU specialists, but it
would surely be great fun. You
can do the same with the two-
person equipment, you could
specify that the three rigs for
women should be slightly small-
er in area, get the best sailors to
test it, and then select your
equipment for the year 2000
and onwards, I am sure there are
people or manufacturersenough
who would be very keen to pro-
duce this equipment so it can be
supplied at the events.

Would you like to take part in
that group, Paul? - Yes, I think I
would.

Please glve my greetings and
love to my good old friends in
the IYRU.
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